[image: image1.jpg]CELEBRATION of EXCELLENCE oo

| ¥ &3

Celebrating Sunshine Coast Volunteers © @ @





Questions and Answers

Q:
What is the purpose of the Celebration of Excellence?

A:
The Celebration provides a process for recognizing excellence in community leadership and volunteerism.

Q:
Is this the first time the Celebration has occurred?

A:
The Celebration of Excellence has its roots in the Awards of Excellence for Sunshine Coast Women, first held in 2008.  We are following the format of the second event, held in April 2010, which honours all volunteers, regardless of gender.
Q:
Why did you change the format? 

A:
We received feedback during the nomination process in 2008, through evaluation forms submitted after the Awards event, and from the community at large, encouraging us to include both men and women as potential nominees. Feedback also suggested we increase the number of categories.
Q:
Why is this Celebration important to our community? 

A:
To quote Anne Titcomb, a member of the Celebration Steering Committee, “The vibrancy of a community exists only to the extent that its citizens nurture its spirit....it’s important for a community to say thank you to those who help create the vibrancy and nurture the spirit.” 

Q:
Who are involved in this initiative? 

A:
Representatives of the Sunshine Coast Volunteer Centre and a core group of volunteers have been planning this event over the past several months.
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Q:
How is it funded, and otherwise supported? 

A:
The event is largely volunteer driven; this helps to control costs, which will be covered by sponsorships from local businesses, the community and ticket proceeds.

Q:
Beyond nominating someone, how can I become involved in the Celebration?

A: 
Please contact the Volunteer Centre, indicating your interest and expertise in:

· acquiring sponsorships; 

· participating on the Review Committee;

· event planning;

· assisting on the day of the event.

Q:
What are the categories for nomination?

A:
The categories are:

· Arts and Culture

· Community Building

· Environmental Protection & Enhancement

· Sport & Recreation

· Health & Wellness
· Education
· Non-Profit/Public Sector

· Safety

· Under 21

· Citation of Outstanding Achievement
Q:
What are the basic criteria?

A:
To be nominated in a category as a Community Leader/Volunteer, the nominee must have served the Sunshine Coast for a minimum of five years and demonstrate the following criteria: General Nomination Criteria for Individuals for their Community Leadership and Volunteerism include the following:

· be a leader and role model

· break new ground 

· participate as a volunteer actively 

· support and encourage the development of others

· show vision, initiative and creativity 

· make a difference

· be respected
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Q:
How do I find information about the specific criteria for each category?

A:
The Nomination Form contains this detailed information. Nomination forms are available on the Volunteer Centre’s website, www.scvolunteer.com 
Q:
How do I nominate someone?

A:
To ensure the Selection Committee understands the extent of your nominated volunteer’s contributions, be as detailed as possible, including the background, experience and any other information that distinguishes your nominee from other community volunteers. You may include supporting materials such as copies of letters of recommendation, publications, media stories or other tributes.  Please limit additional materials to items that provide new insights into what makes your nominee special, and the nature of their volunteer contributions.  Please do not send originals or important or official documents as we cannot guarantee they will be returned.

Q:
Where can I find assistance in filling out the form?

A:
The  Volunteer Centre will direct you to a mentor to guide you through the process. Please email scvolunteer@dccnet.com  entering Nomination Form Questions in the subject line or call Cathy at 604-885-1036..

Q:
Does the nominee have to sign the form?

A:
Yes; we need to be certain each nominee is aware, and willing to participate. Each Volunteer will permit in writing their acceptance of the nomination and the use of their name, photo and information in connection with the Celebration of Excellence.
Q:
Can a nominator also be a nominee?

A:
Yes, although it is not possible to self-nominate.

Q:
Can a nominator be a reviewer?

A:
No.

Q:
Can a nominee be a reviewer?

A:
No.
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Q:
Do I have to fill out the full nomination form and get two letters of support for my nomination?

A:
Yes, this is required – and it must be done before the deadline of March 1, 2012.

Q:
Who selects the people who will be acknowledged at the ceremony?

A: 
A volunteer review committee will collaborate in making these decisions.

Q:
When and where will winners be announced?

A:
The Celebration will be held at the Chatelech Theatre and foyer on Saturday, April 14, 2012, and the names of nominees and honourees will be published in local papers and on the event website shortly thereafter.
Q:
What will the Celebration event consist of?
A:
The Celebration event is an opportunity for recognized volunteers, their families and friends as well as members from the community to celebrate their contribution and the amazing place we live.  In 2008 and 2010, the celebration events were sold out!
